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O’Connor, Edwin The Last Hurrah 
Atlantic-Little, Brown. Jan. 427p. $4.00. 


Frank Skeffington American Catholic Irish 
descent who has chosen political career the quick- 
est way fame and money. has twice been gover- 
nor and, the story opens, mayor his native city, 
office has held for long time. spite his 
seventy-one years decides stand for reelection. 
Victory will not easy for his many enemies, who are 
and influential, are backing the candidacy the 
young and popular Kevin McCluskey. The mayor 
invites his nephew, Adam Skeffington, cartoonist, 
view “the whole shooting match from the inside” for 
assures him that his method campaigning “in 


few years from now will dead the dodo bird.” 


his Boswellian role Adam learns that the differences 
between public men, though couched high-sound- 
ing principles, are often due clashes temperament 
may even have their roots racial religious bias. 

sees evidence the mayor’s generosity and also 
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S BOOKS 
White Falcon 


The St. Joseph Story 
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Author 


Arnold, Elliott 
Brennan, Lawrence 
Clason, Clyde 
Deming, Dorothy 
Strange Disappearance from Ward 

Flood, Richard Penalty Shot (1) 
Hyde, Margaret Edwin Where Speed King 
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Danger! Detectives Working (1) 


Symbols Classification: Suitable for General Reading. 
II. Adults Only, because of: Advanced Content and 
Style; Immoral Language Incidents. III. Permissible 
for Discriminating Adults. Not Recommended Any 
Class Reader. 


his ruthlessness sending leader the longshore- 
men, who has outlived his usefulness, into political 
oblivion, and forcing reluctant banker grant 
loan the city. His uncle’s oratory never ceases 
amaze him for can make political capital out 
innocent remark his opponent, can thrill audience 
with cliches about man has never known, and can 
deliver radio talk with effortless ease one subject 
while working something entirely different 
the moment the broadcast. election night 
senses the tension under the signs gaiety Skeffing- 
ton’s headquarters and studies the reaction the party 
leaders the votes from the key districts are chalked 
the blackboard. regards the death his 
uncle, who has retained his sense humor and fight- 
ing-spirit the very end, not only deeply personal 
loss but the passing era. 


The amusing incidents the campaign will linger long 
Adam’s memory. Thus among other strange char- 
acters has met Ditto Boland, who switches his opin- 
ions make them conform the mayor’s with the 
agility halfback reversing his field, well Foot- 


353 
346 354 
354 
355 
353 
355 
346 
355 
344 
355 
355 
345 
356 
346 
356 
347 
349 
347 358 
352 
348 
352 
348 
349 
350 
350 


344 O’Connor Prescott Hughes 


sie McEntee who once voted seventeen times 
election. will never forget the caustic wit Delia 
Boylan Knocko Minihan’s wake, Rose Cullen’s 
singing election night, the insipid television inter- 
view Kevin McCluskey, his uncle’s story the 
deflation “Ma” Garvey, and about his plans for the 
most appropriate statue Italian neighborhood 
which would free him from unpleasant dilemma. 


Edwin O’Connor, the author this intriguing novel, 
has been active radio and television during the past 
decade. His previous attempt fiction was not par- 
ticularly successful, but have hesitation pre- 
dicting that The Last Hurrah will establish him one 
our outstanding American novelists. uses some 
words and expressions which cannot approve, but 
fortunately these lapses from good taste are few and 
far between. Aside from this minor criticism 
recommend this book interesting analysis how 
the old-time political boss rose and remained 
power for long, and the social economic factors that 
brought about his downfall. The reader will also have 
many quiet chuckle and thus can forget for time 
about the threat atomic warfare and the income tax 
report that Uncle Sam will looking for March 15. 


Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R. 
Santa Maria University, 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 


Prescott, Orville The Five-Dollar Gold Piece 
Random House. Feb. 1956. 243p. $3.50. 


This the story Orville Prescott’s interest books 
from the time that earned five-dollar gold piece 
from his grandmother because learned how read, 
until the present—really until attained what one 
might well call the high point any book-reviewer’s 
career, daily column the New York Times. 
page describes his aunt, Belle Sherwin, called 
her niece Aunt Boo. the description, seems 
that Orville Prescott has more less described himself. 
For Aunt Boo determined intellectual, woman 
tireless energy, great intellectual capacity, (and 
pains quote this) absolutely sense humor.” 


How man with the experiences behind him which 
Orville Prescott had the flesh 
through the many books which must have read, 
can possibly write book this length, book auto- 
biography into the bargain, and maintain his staidness 
and solemnity (not mention his biting criticism 
spots) not understandable me, unless—he has 
“absolutely sense humor.” And this say 
spite Mr. Prescott’s own words, “The book roughly 
two-thirds lighthearted anecdotal autobiography and 
one-third serious opinion” (Jacket blurb). 


The book begins with account his first successful 
bout with trying read, traces his love books from 
the first nature books given him his mother 
his seventh birthday through the usual cycle poets, 
novelists, writers historical fiction, through some 
the great writers artistic prose, down the days 
his journalistic career when was book critic for the 
then new magazine Newsweek, then Cue, and finally 
the longed-for goal—The New York Times—from 1906 


1954. 


Best 


Orville Prescott had difficult time with his education, 
There was first the private school which attended 
when was small and the youngest the house, then 
the two fabulous years Bridger Academy the 
middle the Rockies, then Plymouth Academy, the 
preparatory school from which found difficult 
part, and finally Williams College. (These names 
are fictitious. Note front book.) Notwithstand- 
ing the unbelievable school world which moved 
and from which seems have emerged with hun- 
ger for books which insatiable, there something 
more mystifying about the man, himself. The subtitle 
his new book The Development Point 
View. can see point view, but frankly cannot 
put finger the point view which ultimately 
developed. 


Mr. Prescott expresses himself many matters: 
nature, athletics school, the gentle art fencing, 
religion, the qualities good teacher, higher educa- 
tion, how cover golf match without ever moving 
from your place, speakeasies, personalities the world 
journalism, the great outdoors, how book critic 
reads and why and how long. gives opinion 
each these and other matters well. But like 
his first book which was plainly titled Opinion, 
(which thoroughly enjoyed though did not agree 
with all his opinions), this new book only gathering 
together series opinions, and cannot see that 
there emerges stable point view all. the in- 
troduction says: “In the following pages have 
written about the impact some these books [which 
has read] people and circumstances upon 
thought and about some the ideas 
which consequently hold.” And that all that this 
book is—opinion. 

There nothing objectionable about this book except 
perhaps his discussion and dismissal religion (74, 75). 
But lacks substance and think that know why. 
The blurb the jacket gave clue: “the auto- 
biography not the confessional, embarrassingly 
intimate and subjective sort.” What else auto 
biography? 

For anyone who has used and enjoyed the column 
The New York Times, the book Opinion 
this book Orville Prescott’s will disappointment. 
much better writing book reviews than 
writing about himself without being subjective. 


Sister Mary William, 
The College St. Catherine, 
St. Paul, Minnesota 


Hughes, Riley (Editor) All Manner Men 
Kenedy. Feb. 1956. 335p. $3.50. 


Some devotees the short story might consider the 
very idea collecting pieces from Catholic magazines 
frightening prospect. They would inclined 
congratulate Riley Hughes—who undertook the task— 
his zeal and courage rather than his perspicacity. 
But Mr. Hughes knew what was about and has 
put together quite readable anthology. Its contents 
are not breathtaking but they are good. 


Some the stories this collection are not religious 
any sense the word. The requisite for inclusion 
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was not religious tone but appearance Catholic 
other words, Mr. Hughes wanted 
show what Catholic journals are publishing. would 
take knowledge the Catholic press comparable 
his own say that his selections are not representative. 
They certainly seem be, and they show this form 
Catholic fiction definite point advance. has 
come long way but still route; and this an- 
thology seems reflect accurately the present status 
the Catholic short story; for, good is, the book 
far more significant for its promise than for its 
achievement. 

Readers who have not watched the development 
Catholic periodicals may surprised the wide range 
Mr. selections. There are good examples 
firm realism comparatively new Catholic fiction 
Pinch Salt,” for instance, “Some with 
Flattering Word,” Freedom.” Occasion- 
ally realism blended with familiar didacticism 
“Sharp the Broken Cup.” Some the stories about 
childhood are very well done: “Double Skull, Slow 
Burn, and Ping” wonderfully funny despite the 
patently contrived language foisted upon nun. “The 
Perfume Spray” good story childhood stricken 
tragedy, and “No Second Coming” just plain 
good. There are, too, this gathering representative 
transition, pieces which bear strong traces moods 
prevalent the past. “Sharp the Broken Cup,” 
mentioned above, has such traces; “Between the 
Skunk and the Locket” and “The Vicarious Experi- 
ence,” both which the old sentimentalism 
dominant though under some restraint and faintly dis- 
guised very modern idiom. The too-pat conver- 
sion the end, long feature Catholic periodical 
fiction, appears “Race With Death.” 


The introductions individual stories might have 
seemed less pretentious had they been confined bio- 
graphical data. Mr. Hughes’ general introduction, 
though, has suggestion which itself justifi- 
cation for the whole preface: that more Catholic- 
college literary journals open their pages professional 
writers. Students would profit and, eventually, 
would the whole Catholic community. Perhaps 
should thus hasten the day when American short-story 
writers would what Mr. Hughes’ very representative 
writers have not been able do—exploit skilfully the 
tremendous implications Christianity for our time. 


Kenyon, Marie Antoinette 
Crowell. Feb. 10, 1956. 371p. $3.95. 


The Marie Antoinette this novel seems very 
much the Marie Antoinette history, headstrong 
girl who became strong woman, young lady whose 
misfortune was placed position for which 
she was entirely unsuited, good person who was 
much more sinned against than Kenyon 
Presents her devoted wife and mother but, for 
Many years, irresponsible gambler; pictures her 
trifler who came late the knowledge her real 
Position but who then worked with real determination 
save the French crown. With his general outline 
Marie Antoinette’s character difficult find 
fault. That she was ever quite volatile and scat- 
terbrained this author would have her open 
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some question; and that she was, the davs her 
decline, adultress almost certainly untrue. Mr. 
Kenyon actually partisan the gallant lady but 
obvious that not all her partisans will accept com- 
pletely his concept her. 

Painting the young princess carefree, irresponsible 
girl was not difficult, and Mr. Kenyon has made the 
trick easier for himself casual use the clichés 
the historical novel. The picture the determined, 
stately queen fallen monarchy came ready hand 
out history. Bridging the gap between the two 
challenge anybody. Mr. Kenyon uses the catalyst 
Marie Antoinette’s maturing Count Axel Fersen, 
rather elusive person history but clearly defined 
one Mr. Kenyon’s imagination. Marie Antoinette’s 
early years the French court were made most un- 
comfortable her lack preparation for life there 
and the embarrassment the dauphin’s sexual im- 
potence. Confused and frustrated, according Mr. 
Kenyon’s interpretation, she sought relief life 
gaiety; the acquaintances she made, the friendships 
she initiated this time and, above all, the mental 
attitudes she formed had pernicious influence her 
whole life. After surgery made her husband, then 
Louis XVI, capable normal married life, Marie 
Antoinette was happy motherhood but unable 
settle down completely serious outlook France’s 
perilous condition. The one steadying influence her 
life was Axel Fersen. His appearances court 
were separated long intervals service America 
and with his own king, but Marie Antoinette was sus- 
tained chaste, fully reciprocated love for him and 
was guided the principles which she learned from 
him. When the monarchy was falling and Louis went 
pitifully from one poor expedient another, Marie 
Antoinette tried communicate her strength him 
while Fersen worked diligently obtain support for 
the royal cause. After all efforts failed, and after Louis 
had been executed, Marie Antoinette waited for the 
end she composed imaginary letters Fersen. 


old and disproved slander against Marie Antoinette 
represented her receiving lover Versailles the 
night the palace was stormed mob. Taking this 
fictitious incident, but transferring the Tuileries 
and converting into the consummation long 
affair, Mr. Kenyon has created treacly scene 
conjugal infidelity any yet concocted this stage 
sentimentalized adulteries. probably thought 
fitting conclusion the long, carefully restrained 
romance between Marie and Fersen but actually 
bathetic ending the queen’s chastity, weakening 
the two characters, and, indeed, something 
absurdity. 

The book apparently intended for those who like 
their history ready-made. is, course, much more 
fiction than history, but the reader who picks 
novel should warned that its really good parts, 
such those dealing with the early days the revo- 
lution, alternate with dull stretches. And another 
warning also order: when allusions marital in- 
capacity are stretched out, they are this novel, 
over almost hundrea pages, the reader may find him- 
self wavering unpleasantly between disgust 


dom. William Hill, S.J., 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 
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Lansworth, Lex Over the River Charlie 
Doubleday. Feb. 1956. 318p. $3.95. 


Oveer the River Charlie very special delicacy, 
almost realistic and esoteric the menu made 
from the Zoo during the siege Paris. The story deals 
with the growing pains and adventures Jules Lu- 
chard, who came Paris 1870 begin appren- 
tice the world-renowned artist cuisine, Grand 
Maitre the Restaurant Classique. This was also the 
year the Franco-Prussian War. 
wizardry the Restaurant and the epic proportions 
the Siege Paris are entwined verbal operetta 
that almost magnifique. 

The growing pains and gastronic apprenticeship Jules 
take place the midst strange assortment 
characters any novel can boast. There are: Jules’ 
large and very voluble family; the owners the 
Classique, Patron and his wife; Grand Maitre 
himself; Madame Grande Artiste, Frances’s greatest 
actress; old Pegou, the champion ratcatcher all Paris; 
and Zosime, scheming cart driver. fall into their 
proper place the cast without embarrassment 
themselves the unfolding the story. 

This cast characters seems pull human existence 
out the sewers and catacombs Paris the 
paths that lead Calvary and Tabor. The story 
Old Patron has almost touch stoic sanctity, after 
initial nervous frenzy. And one finds hard 
believe that simple episode such that Pegou and 
the last two rats Paris can graphic, exciting, 
and absorbing. Yet terrific. The whole story is. 
For this realistic novel that does not moralize; but 


which, with great strength and disarming obliques, 
points out that even topsy-turvy world the King- 
dom God strange land. 

Lansworth’s prose style rapid piston driving 
his ideas merry madcap pace. The reader sees the 
panoramic sweep from train window: landscape, 
exquisite detail may be, blurs into less pic- 


ture than impact. One catches glimpses Faith 
and Hope and Charity well shadows from Rabe- 
lais, Moliere, and Joyce—all blending into the Human 
Comedy. This string firecrackers and every 
page goes BANG! should well read 


well written. 
James Gallagher, 
New York, New York 


Bove, Dr. Charles with Dana Lee Thomas 
Paris Surgeon’s Story 
Little, Brown. Jan. 23, 1956. 406p. $4.50. 


Here’s the story another “tree that grew Brook- 
lyn”; for Dr. Charles Bove was born there. one 
the borough’s glories. And ever you labored 
under the delusion that Brooklyn 
were synonymous, read this excellent autobiography 
and disillusioned. 

Paris Surgeon’s Story the good Doctor’s autobiog- 
raphy done collaboration with Dana Lee Thomas. 
Really delightful reading, say the least; and one 
closes the book, did this reader, wishing there were 
pile the same tackled and immediately, one 
right after the other. that enjoyable and satis- 
ying. 


Lansworth Bove Holbrook 


Best 


Doctor Bove, Brooklyn born and raised, served sur- 
geon the Staff the American Hospital 
for twenty-five years. The book deals for the most 
part with those spanning both great World Wars, 
Bove tells that his “life has been passed almost 
continuously amidst one kind war other—the one 
declared nature the human flesh, the other 
waged human beings against each other.” 
the pages reveal man dedicated humanity through 
medicine and sacrificial service; dedicated America, 
for American tried and true; dedicated France 
and Paris, through devotion his Paris-born wife. 
People, not names, such Yvette Guilbert, Pierre 
Laval, General Pershing, Ernest Hemingway, Aimee 
McPherson, and Charles Lindbergh, mention few, 
more than race across his pages. The reader gets 
some insight into them personages and characters, 
because Bove really knew them. There are forbidding, 
frightful, hair-raising scenes and experiences; but just 
many witty, humorous hilarious ones The 
Doctor makes you live them with him, those twenty- 
five unparallellel years. 

The book asks for four dollars and fifty cents—the price 
good theatre seat. There are least four box seats 
for four good shows one perusal Paris 
Story: entertainment, information, tragedy, and 
little edification. you are doctor, put this your 
list. you are merely reader, but one who hates 
lose time, you will make mistake here. you 
have ever lived Paris, even only “doughboy” 
1918-1919, his later counterpart, G-I Joe, 
(1944-1946), you will enjoy this. 


Matthew Meighan, 
New York, New York 


Holbrook, Stewart The Columbia 
Rinehart. Jan. 23, 1956. 393p. $5.00. 

Although had read several the volumes the 
Rivers America Series, had not been aware that 
forty-nine such works had already appeared. The one 
being reviewed the fiftieth the series. seems 
strange, too, that the volume the Columbia was 
late appearing, since few will question that 
importance, whereas many small rivers have already 
been given attention the books published date. 
Although adopted rather than native son the 
Pacific Northwest, Mr. Holbrook has told the story 
the Columbia fashion that will probably satisfy 
most his readers. The average American apt 
think the Columbia River terms the Bonneville 
and Grand Coulee dams, which understandable 
view the publicity given both those mammoth 
construction jobs. However, there much more 
the river than the dams now found it, and the 
author has given the entire story, least much 
seems necessary for the average person. The 
early period, when much the Oregon country was 
dominated the Hudson’s Bay Company well 
sented. Having recently read doctoral dissertation 
600 pages entitled “The Oregon Problem” was 
favorably impressed the agreement between Mr. 
Stewart Holbrook and the author the 
tion, the Reverend Edward Doherty, S.J., Seattle 
University, Seattle, Washington. 
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The later and the present day eras are also well treated. 
The chapters the steamboats and those the rail- 
roads that entered the area are exceptionally interesting. 
So, too, are the chapters the dams. Once more 
are reminded that Grand Coulee dam the largest 
concrete structure the world, being 4,300 feet 
length and 500 feet high. All the buildings Rocke- 
feller Center New York could placed the sur- 
face the spillway and there would plenty room 
spare. The ultimate capacity its power plant 
given 2,160,000 kilowatts. There seems 
limit the agricultural and industrial possibilities 
the northwest, once the full potentials these big dams 
are realized, far irrigation and power are con- 
cerned. book makes easier for one 
understand era that gone and appreciate the 
possibilities the era that come. 


Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, 


Lewis, Surprised Joy 
Harcourt, Brace. Feb. 1956. 238p. $3.50. 

Lewis simply must insist using the word “joy” 
time after time his memoirs; the word has its cheap 
connotations, its very meaning has become obscure, 
but still the only word adequate describe the 
emotional state that has, one way another, domi- 
nated Mr. Lewis’ Life. 


lesser, but still valid and dignified, sense this auto- 
biographical volume itself joy. happily omits 
thousand inconsequential details and clear, terse 
way narrates everything importance the develep- 
ment exceptionally fine mind. There false 
modesty; fact, there times blunt egotism. 
The writer seems assume, and rightly, that any-- 
body reads the autobiography Lewis must 
interested the life Lewis; so, unabashedly, 
writes about himself. 


would difficult for anyone more forthright 
denouncing his own failings; Mr. Lewis’ humility 
quite disarming. would difficult, also, for any- 
one more indirect revealing his own virtues, 
moral and intellectual; but they shine through this 
work. Teachers American college students may get 
little sick heart when they compare their pupils’ 
acquirements with the mental baggage that Mr. Lewis 
brought his first term Oxford; the amateur 
letters may feel more than little envious the way 
which Mr. Lewis’ young imagination grew rich 
but solid fare; everyone who enjoys the life the 
mind will find this book delightful stimulant. 


Mr. Lewis’ use pseudonyms and initials irritating 
but admirable. Those close him will probably 
able supply the names that his gentlemanly reticence 
prevents him from spelling out, and strangers the 
names would make difference; still, good 
know that there are people who have courtly respect 
for the privacy others. And perfectly under- 
standable that should try disguise the public school 
which attended because few reputable men have 
ever given brutal castigation any cherished 
institution. Mr. Lewis says that his mind the heinous 
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vice pederasty, which discusses common 
thing, though not personally attractive him in- 
dulged him, was one the less despicable feat- 
ures life his public school. 


This autobiography spiritual; primarily concerned 
with the author’s growth out atheism Christianity. 
now Anglican. Its apologetic value limited, 
because will take mind some way comparable 
Lewis’ own share his sense quest and discovery; 
but admirable account how kindly, tolerant, 
but brilliant and tough-minded man came what 
is. 


William Hill, 
Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Schneider, John The Golden Kazoo 
Rinehart. Jan. 246p. $3.50. 


Joe Quanto, the lazy and philosophic idea-man 
Reade and Bratton, begins his lecture the History 
Advertising, specifically copy techniques, with 
the enigmatic statement: “In the beginning, there was 
kazoo.” goes explain: “If you hum into 
kazoo, the tune comes out louder, more nasal and 
kinda off key. The kazoo requires skill; merely 
acts kind off primitive audio-amplifier The 
guv who played this particular kazoo was the father 
advertising.” was huckster who played his kazoo 
draw crowd whom could hawk his wares. 
There were salesmen before there were kazoos. But 
with the kazoo the salesmen became adman; with 
the kazoo, the adman latched onto the concept the 
Lowest Common Denominator. 


the presidential campaign 1960, the GOP had 
realized that the potentialities advertising, and spe- 
cifically advertising, had exploited the 
fullest. Blade Reade, the dynamically active partner 
R&B, was named chairman the Voters’ Service 
Committee; and such was his job sell the can- 
didate, Henry Clay Adams, silver-haired, golden-ton- 
gued mid-Kansas politico, the voters the nation. 
Henry Clay Adams and his wife, Zelpha, were taken 
hand the staff How they were sold 
the voters makes few tale that part satire, part 
word-to-the-unwise, and part good-natured fooling. 
Mr. Schneider longer young enough write 
savagely cynical satire. This more the mood and 
spiritof Thee Sing than the early Aldous Huxley 
acidities. that reason, Mr. Schneider may prove 
the more accurate prophet doom. 


The first problem was think the precisely right 
kazoo, the gimmick which would low common 
denominator that the Democrats could not find 
lower. How work the voting sentiments 
the forty-five million voters, 
through the Schmucker electronic prediction system, 
makes chucklesome farce for adult 
readers. The complications are what count this 
kind comedy. Characterization apt second- 
ary and sketchy. The ones who come nearest com- 
ing alive the story are Mrs. Adams (Zelpha ma’am), 
for whom Mr. Schneider seems have sneaking 
sympathy; Joe Quanto, already mentioned; and Blade 
Reade, even though the ultimate fast moving, 
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quick-thinking advertising administrators, the incarna- 
tion the Madison Avenue executive legend. The 
Golden Kazoo will probably make Mr. Schneider 
nice golden nest-egg when sold the film-makers. 


Styles, Showell The Frigate Captain 
Vanguard. Jan. 16, 1956. $3.50. 

The time this novel during the Napoleonic period 
and the hero Captain Lord Thomas Cochrane, who 
addition his daring seamanship ingenious 
inventor, matchless tactitian, fearless reformer and 
constant reader philosophy. 


Captain Cochrane’s first voyage the frigate Hind 
cruising Norwegian waters and hunting French pri- 
vateers who lurk there harass Britain’s Baltic trade. 
Then becomes commander the sloop-of-war 
Speedy—an official title that always target for 
humorous comment because converted coastal 
brig 158 tons into which men and officers are 
packed away operate her and man the tiny 
cannon that are slightly larger than blunderbusses. 
less than months the Speedy under Lord Coch- 
rane takes valuable prizes without any loss herself. 
some exciting naval adventures Spanish frigate 
captured six-to-one battle odds, and between June 
1800 and April 1801 the sloop-of-war, ranging the 
Mediterranean coasts from Cartagena Leghorn, 
spreads terror out all proportion her size among 
the privateers and supply ships the enemy. 


Captain Cochrane appointed command the frigate 
Pallas with guns and his trade route lies between 
the Spanish West Indies and Cadiz. when 
Spain changes sides and becomes England’s ally against 
the all-conquering Bonaparte, commands the frigate 
Impérieuse which carries guns. Against stagger- 
ingly powerful French army our hero defends 
lated fort sheer ingenuity and indomitable courage. 
When British Admiral, with full complement 
ships the line, refuses attack French fleet that 
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threatening English shipping, Cochrane responsible 
for the victory single-handed. 

Katherine Barnes follows every one his bold adven- 
tures and his daring escapes. She introduced every 
now and then the good fairy who dedicates herself 
his work and towards the end the narrative they 
meet again and are married Scotland. The name 
Cochrane becomes widely known England and 
his success commemorated ballads. When later 
deserts his naval career for Parliament and berates 
the Admiralty and Government for their short-sighted 
policies, attacked the vengeful, corrupt and 
unscrupulous leaders the opposition and confined 
prison. His name expunged from the Navy list 
and deprived his membership Parliament. 
exile becomes commander-in-chief the 
navy Chile which preparing resist the 
sion Spain. Twenty years later returns Eng- 
land and appointed Vice-Admiral. 

All the characters this book actually existed and 
all the main incidents actually occurred. Epi- 
logue, excerpt from the Times for Nov. 1860 
refers the passing Lord Dundonald, who “not 
only never knew fear, but never knew perplexity and 
was invariably found master the circumstances 
which was placed.” Those who love combina- 
tion adventure, history and romance will find this 
excellent enjoyment and ought widely read 
all classes readers. 


Thomas Wassmer, S.J., Ph.D., 
Chairman Philosophy Department, 
Moyne College, 

Syracuse New York 


The Three Legions 
Jan. 1956. 304p. $3.75. 


The Three Legions historical novel Roman 

legions and barbarians the time Augustus Caesar, 

but style, method and point view belongs with 

tough, bitterly naturalistic novels World 
II. 


The legions the title are those which held the Ger- 
man provinces within the Roman Empire Augustus, 
Focussing the 
two-week period preceding this disaster, Mr. Solon uses 
the naturalist’s technique exhaustive accumulation 
detail invest his people and events with unusual 
conviction and immediacy. This writing 
ment, obviously, but one which dependent great 
depth and range historical scholarship. 

Every aspect life The Three Legions reinforces 
naturalistic version plus change, plus c’est 
méme chose, and military life especially seen 
nally the same. The characters are Romans 
man tribesmen, with appropriate names and ranks, but 
the reader modern war fiction they are quite 
familiar types—brass hats and political generals, in- 
competent officers and sadistic noncoms, cynical vet- 
erans and innocent recruits. Callousness, brutality 

violence are depicted the commonplaces the 
dier’s life, continuous, animal preoccupation 
with sex. The Roman Legionaires even talk 
iarly obscene G.I. jargon. 


Solon, Gregory 
Random House. 
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The great battle the Teutoburger Wald, which 
the legions were destroyed, may taken convey 
symbolically the whole burden the novel. The 
battle was unnecessary and accidental, the result 
chain ignorance, confusion and foolishness. Cow- 
ards and heroes die equally, and with equal futility, 
their deaths meaningless their lives. Yet courage 
necessary, and life will on, which much 
wisdom naturalism can offer. 


contemporary war novel written ancient his- 
torical terms, The Three Legions kind tour 
wonder such enterprise was worth 
all the knowledge and skill demanded, but can- 
not deny its considerable success. 


Horchler, M.A., 
St. Peter’s College, 
Jersey City, New Jersey 


Night 


Verissimo, Erico 

Macmillan. Feb. 14, 1956. 166p. $2.95. 
Night intense psychological study strange peo- 
ple, strange city and sordid things. The chief char- 
acter, the “Stranger,” loses his memory, aftermath 
relationship with his wife that climaxes his sexual 
frustrations many years. 

his wanderings meets two strangers, both sadists, 
whose “conducted tour” the unidentified city falls 
short suggested reading for those who prefer leave 
the world perversion those enmeshed, choice 
otherwise, it. 

The author skillfully sets the plot, leads the reader 
through rather sordid 145-odd pages then reveals that 
the misdirected love three spinster aunts has all but 
made impossible for the “Stranger” live normal 
marital existence. 

The reviewer finds impossible escape the suspicion 
Mr. Verissimo depends too greatly sex emphasis 
get across his morality lesson, indeed there lesson 
learn. The reviewer freely confesses prudish 
inability appreciate such emphasis. Mr. Verissimo 
one Brazil’s foremost writers. His past works are 


much better. 
George Clark, 
The Scranton Times 


Lindner, Robert Must You Conform? 
Rinehart. Jan. 30, 1956. 210p. $3.00. 


Lindner espouses his main theme the old dictum: 
man good, society evil. considers most the 
troubles the modern world arising from the effort 
the part society impose abnormal patterns 
upon human freedom. Freedom, turn, seems 
defined Dr. Lindner complete yielding de- 
sire and instinct. one point other, rejects 
morality, convention, custom, and 
straints upon man’s conduct. only the pressure 
conform done away with, then the social 
tical evils our day will vanish. 

The author psychiatrist and, like Freud, tries 
classify the ills society according the patterns 
Personality derangement individuals. Abnormal 
society thus frustrates the individual. one example, 
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juvenile delinquency merely the mutiny the young 
against controls imposed society. Society should 
stop trying make the homosexual conform accept- 
movement. The instinct rebellion basic man 
and should not inhibited. The slogan “you must 
adjust” must eradicated from schools and churches. 
The mature person the positive rebel. Each the 
above sentences summarizes chapter the book. 


One good point about the book the deflation the 
trend toward excessive conformity some modern 
societies, and especially some school systems. The 
ability adjust one’s fellows should not the one 
and only goal education. Except for this point, 
however, there nothing else the book commend 
the reader. replete with the pompous dog- 
matism those who reject dogma; the calm assump- 
tion infallibility readily embraced many who 
reject Church and Pope. 

From psychological viewpoint, the author’s analysis 
human nature shallow and tendentious. Meta- 
physically complete relativist. His bland rejec- 
tion religion and morality needs comment here. 
Only the cheapest type pseudo-sophisticate will 
titillated this nonsense. was unfortunate that 
the publishers aggravated the paper shortage wasting 
this scarce commodity such drivel. 

John Cronin, S.S., 
Washington, 


Allen, Dexter Coil the Serpent 
Coward-McCann. Jan. 26, 1956. 314p. $3.75. 

this novel commences, Tezcuco, the capital 
Anahuac, under attack tribes from northern Mex- 
ico. The young emperor, Nezahual, and his men suc- 
cessfully repulse the northerners’ attack, pursue them 
into the mountains, and rout them completely. Neza- 
hual, however, wounded; saved northern 
tribesman named Maxtla, who reward becomes 
noble Anahuac. order prevent the neighboring 
Aztec ruler from attacking his domain, Nezahual be- 
troths himself Chaciuh, the daughter the Aztec 
leader. Chaciuh deemed too young for the consum- 
mation the union; hence, Nezahual has her placed 
palace his kingdom until she becomes eighteen. 
Chaciuh, however, licentious. She has her slaves 
seek out various lovers, and after she has had her 
pleasure, she has her servants kill the various Lotharios. 
Finally Maxtla and two other nobles fall into her 
clutches. She decides keep these three dalliance, 
least, for time. When Nezahual returns from an- 
other battle, this time against rebellious southern tribes, 
learns the disloyalty his betrothed and his 
nobles. orders them executed, and this 
point the story ceases. 

This narrative unsatisfying because circular 
rather than progressive and because too reminiscent 
the Saturday afternoon movie serial. the 
theme basically adolescent, the author further pan- 
ders the adolescent mind considerable amount 
inappropriate and distasteful chatter about sexual 
gratification. About the only favorable remark that the 
book may granted its detailed account the living 
customs and occupations the Aztecs and their neigh- 
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bors. The historical minutiae this tale slight 
recompense for reading such novel. 


Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 


New York, New York 


Wallop, Douglass The Sunken Garden 
Norton. Jan. 1956. 254p. $3.50. 


The Sunken Garden the story the gradual fall 
man into adultery. There certain courage de- 
manded writer who chooses this the subject 
his novel, because the critic can very easily level the 
charge that the subject matter was chosen sell the 
book that sizeable portion the reading population 
which collects those works which walk the edge 
pornography, which wade through it. the present 
case, the charge would most desperately unfair. 
Mr. Wallop has made honest effort give valid 
picture the steps which lead men and women into 
the fall from chastity, and has made equally 
honest effort evaluate the meaning the fall and 
the consequences which must necessarily flow from it. 
has, think, succeeded both cases, and 
doing has written novel which will grossly disappoint 
the collector dirt. 
But there are few observations which might made 
about the whole novel. Running through the novel, 
parallel the story Tom Forester, the story 
Archer Matson. Tom’s boss, and has long 
since abandoned any pretence fidelity his mar- 
riage. His wife wanders into the story, hauntingly 
lonely woman, lost without her man, driven suicide 
the beautiful Matson home. parallel which 
obviously intended foreshadow the inevitable flow 
Tom’s life—and the flow his wife’s life. When 
the infidelity Tom discovered, the whole pattern 
lies before all us—and before all the characters 
the novel. 
this so, then the decision leave Tom not only 
wise his wife’s part, but even urgently necessary. 
That she should reverse her decision save her 
daughter’s peace mind very consoling; but 
seems extremely unlikely. 
When you lead your characters into airplane, get 
them twenty thousand feet, then kill the motors, 
they have come down with sickening crash. Mr. 
Wallop has tried pull the parachute machina 
this novel, and fear that ears still ache for the 
sound the big smashup. The last two pages the 
story seem more like rapid apology for ending, 
not the carefully worked out craftsmanship the rest 
the book. may worth the price, but you can 
borrow mine any time you’d like have copy. 

Frank O’Gorman, 

Marywood College, 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Williams, Jay Change Climate 
House. Jan. 16, 1956. 241p. $3.50. 


the title indicates it, the author and his family, 
discouraged six bitter Connecticut winters, decided 
spend least one winter gentler climate. This 


Best 


not handbook for travelers, nor day day report 
the journey. more less account the 
various incidents that took place while the travelers 
proceeded through Wales, Paris, Carcassone, Narbonne, 
Beziers, Marseilles and finally Majorca the so-called 
“island perpetual summer” just off the coast 
Spain. 


This book most relaxing because the author digresses 
most often from his main topic but does such 
leisurely fashion that the reader enjoys it. The plan- 
ning trip beautiful paper but brings 
out nothing works out according plan. His 
marks are always most appropriate. English sorrows, 
learns from experience are always “diluted ritual 
immersions either tea beer.” Many novices en- 
gender the idea travel something exciting but for 
the experienced traveler matter what praises agen- 
cies may sing “travel essentially exceedingly dull 
pastime.” proves his point showing that being 
confined conveyance, where strangers talk other 
strangers, private life histories become common places 
and that permanent friendship ever formed. 


Indirectly, points out the personality various cities. 
New York male while the other hand London 
female just Carcasonne. cites typical examples 
French life many which are unknown unless the 
individual has clear insight France. illustrates 
some the pain stricken incidents due his lack 
knowledge the language. has point when 
brings out the fact that often children drop silent 
suffering because the parents’ determination show 
them every thing and have them take great in- 
terest museums their elder. description 
the wonderfully complex American culture most 
exact. points out uncertain terms that 
have “answers rather than material for independent 
judgments.” are told when are cross 
the street, when the trains will run. Our behavior 
holds governed “by committees, regulations, 
the gears clocks, and the interlocking movements 
specialized organizations.” 


Here most delightful book, informative great 
extent, but packed with incidents which are the sources 
for the author’s many reflections and unbiased criti- 
cisms. Ezra Jack Keats contributes attractive 


trations. 
Leon Baisier, Ph.D., 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Berger-Hamerschlag, Margareta 
Journey into Fog 
Sheed Ward. Jan. 25, 1956. 254p. $3.50. 


The classic example university that composed 
Mark Hopkins one end log and student 
the other end never envisions the possibility that 
teacher Hopkins dealing with problem child. When 
Margareta Berger-Hamerschlag undertook teach art 
group London boys and girls Youth Club, 
she found herself engaged what one her advisors 
called “lion-taming exercise.’ Her account the 
adventure presented Journey into Fog, and 
forthright account is. 
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begin with, there was permanency about the 
roll students; sometimes there were forty, sometimes 
there were few eight. Nor was possible, under 
the conditions under which the Viennese artist worked, 
demand anything the students, not even element- 
ary discipline. result, Mrs. Berger-Hamerschlag 
saw the materials which she provided, sometimes 
her own expense, wantonly destroyed and wasted, and 
she was exposed barrage what she calls “swear- 
ing,” but what was from the excerpts she gives rank 
obscenity. She witnessed the production baskets 
full pornographic drawings, which the young 
women leered equally with their male companions. 
The hooligans, like legendary lemmings, seemed 
destruction, and the carefully built-up interest which 
the patient teacher worked hard achieve went 
the board when the urge was upon them. seems 
almost miracle that from such uproar anything worth- 
while could accomplished, but there were some 
pupils whose work was worth the exhibition which was 
arranged for the class. 


Teaching the young hoodlums art was but part Mrs. 
Berger-Hamerschlag’s task, and forms only part the 
diary-like book she has written. She suffered agonies 
their failure appreciate the higher sort life they 
might have chosen, and she rails against the times 
which make youth bitter and frustrated. She 
had the satisfaction knowing that her appeals 
better instincts did not fall entirely deaf ears, but 
the victories were few, and there was always the dread 
that such success was transitory. John stopped painting 
the incessant red tulips for while, but when emotion- 
ally upset returned again. When young 
walked into her classroom, embraced her and 
for her brooch exchange for kiss, her most 
diligent and mannerly students thought her embar- 
rassment great joke and shouted encouragement 
her attacker. wonders from what source she 
found the courage persevere against such great odds, 
for she does not appear have relied any power 
but her own. That she was animated great desire 
assist the unfortunates with whom she was thrown 
into almost nightly contact appears every page. 
Perhaps, her wish excuse them for their irrational 
conduct, she does less than justice others. The 
Church—no particular establishment indicated—is rep- 
only those its representatives who stand 
aloof and not meet erring youth its own ground; 
Politicians are more interested delinquency 
threat the peace society than the personal 
tragedy boy girl; her students are irresponsible 
because they are threatened with annihilation 
atomic war—these are the chief arguments offered 
Mrs. Berger-Hamerschlag explain way lift from 
the shoulders her young friends their responsibility 
for their reprehensible conduct. heart seems 
ave run away with her head times, but her selfless 
evotion her charges was heroic. was tragic, too, 
when she learned, does the reader the last pages 
the work, that the Club Leader, Jimmy, whose 
advice she often relied, was engaging acts per- 
with the youth whom professed lead- 
ing better things. 
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“In these times,” writes Mrs. Berger-Hamerschlag, “the 
true adventurer has lean deal.” one attempts 
teach art London Youth Club. 


Dennis McCarthy, O.P., Ph.D., 
Head, Department English, 
Providence College, 

Providence Rhode Island 


Kennedy, John Profiles Courage 
Harper. Jan. 1956. 266p. $3.50. 


the history our country there have been many 
outstanding men the United States Senate, remark- 
able either for their political leadership perhaps for 
other reasons. The present Senator from Massachu- 
setts, John Kennedy, presents Profiles Courage 
glimpse into the lives some eight his predeces- 
sors, men worthy remembered because their 
devotion their convictions the face strong and 
sometimes villainous opposition. 


These short essays men considerable moral cour- 
age are very well presented, with enough the life- 
story background give setting the incident 
series events calling for the display fortitude, but 
not too much detract from the main purpose. Time 
and again see different persons different histori- 
with the perennial problem: 
does the senator represent the limited interests his 
constituents who have sent him Washington, 
does support the national interest, even when this 
means opposing the very body politic that has elected 
him represent their State. There doubt how 
each the subjects this book would answer this 
question. From John Adams Robert Taft, these 
courageous men defied clamour, insult, slander, and 
threat defense their position, that they must ever 
act light their own convictions, regardless 
sectional party prejudices. Incidentally, Senator 
Kennedy himself, introductory and concluding 
chapter, has excellent analysis the implications 
this difficult problem. some cases their adamant 
stand meant the end political career, the sacri- 
fice respectability. all cases, these courageous 
men were misunderstood their contemporaries, 
who often characterized them traitors, ingrates, 
“proudly willful demagogues.” 


This book should have wide appeal. Its subject 
matter well chosen, its style straight-forward, and 
its theme worth repeating. Above all, will cau- 
tion the public temper its judgment the non- 
conformist who may excoriated today, but who 
tomorrow may prove most honorable 


dissent. 
Brother John, F.S.C., 
Dean, Salle College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Ives, Elizabeth Stevenson Hildegarde Dolson 


Brother Adlai 
Morrow. Feb. 308p. $4.00. 


This informal portrait Adlai Stevenson seen 
his sister who has been assisted professional 
collaborator. Unfortunately, the portrait skimpy, 
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superficial and far from revealing. Originally pub- 
lished part leading women’s magazine, the style 
gushy and partly repellent least adult male. 


The family background and boyhood Adlai are pre- 
sented feminine fashion with many “adored” family 
members having quaint characteristics Life With 
Father. The reader learns that the Stevenson family 
has lived for five generations that many 
its members were prominent citizens public life, 
especially grandfather who had been vice-president 
the United States, and father who was once Secre- 
tary State for Illinois; and that nearly everybody was 
“adored” Adlai and sister. Great names are men- 
tioned, great men appear briefly, humor and quaint 
literacy are ever-present; but there character deli- 
neation. 


When Adlai was twelve, accidentally killed friend 
his sister indeliberate discharge gun; one 
page only given this item. The reader frequently 
told that Adlai was both good listener and real 
boy”; either Adlai was perfectly adjusted every way, 
have not been given some essential details. 


The greater part the book deals with Adlai his 
early twenties. Then his sister married diplomat and 
the story skips focus our attention Adlai the 
intelligent listener, the man principle, and the de- 
voted servant the common weal considerable 
repetition and some additional “color.” Brother 
Adlai may have ephemeral appeal during the pre- 
convention months ahead; would seem have little 
permanent value save perhaps semi-inspirational 
biography for early-teen youngsters. 

Joseph Maloney, 

Department Political Philosophy, 

Fordham University 


Snyder, Marty, with Glenn Kittler 
Friend Ike 
Fell. Feb. 15, 1956. 237p. $3.50. 


Marty Snyder had much common with the other 
political amateurs who materialized suddenly 1952 
help sweep Dwight Eisenhower into the presidency, 
chiefly the overwhelming conviction that the General 
was man whose brilliance would put the Communists 
rout and whose honesty would rinse “the politicians” 
from government. Some writers described this feeling 
nationwide father-image centralized Eisen- 
hower; and Snyder, orphan boy, isn’t sure doesn’t 
own such complex. 


But Marty had one advantage over all the others: 
knew his man personally from the time Lt. Col. Eisen- 
hower had inspected Mess Sergeant Snyder’s field kit- 
chen 1941 Louisiana maneuvers. Moreover, 
while had prior interest politics, Marty was 
obsessed with the idea that the General admired 
much would make good president. began 
push almost soon got out the army, con- 
ducted one-man campaign for Ike 1948 both 
Republican and Democratic conventions, 
was one the wheels the all-conquering Citizens 
for Eisenhower 1952. 


Snyder Steegmuller 
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This campaign literature, aimed especially those 
independent and politically uninitiated voters who liked 
the story the mess sergeant who virtually moved 
heaven get assigned the General’s wartime 
and who has since been warm personal terms with 
the president. There are also some informal snatches 
Ike and Mamie “at home.” But there little meat 
here for the historian the serious political observer, 


Despite Marty’s tendency drop names and occasion- 
ally pat himselff the back, this volume has two 
major advantages over the usual pre-campaign non- 
fiction. First, depicting Marty’s adventures the 
political jungles shows how inane and how dirty the 
quadrennial race for the White House can get, even 
with men the caliber Eisenhower and Stevenson 
the principals. also will disturb some the myth 
that has grown about very 
named Robert Taft. 


Second, will show that Snyder, “common man” 
who might typical those independents who voted 
Republican 1952, trapped with his father-image 
the point where believes Ike the “indispensable 
man.” can run, Marty believes, conducts 
peaceful campaign and takes easy when 
gets back the White House. 


James Arnold, 
Sacramento, California 


Steegmuller, Francis The Grand Mademoiselle 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. Jan. 1956. 308p. $3.75. 


The subject this fascinating biography Anne- 
Marie-Louise d’Orleans, Duchesse Montpensier, 
fille France, first cousin Louis and more 
distant cousin the Duc Conde. She was 
Grande Mademoiselle the eldest daughter Gas- 
ton d’Orleans, younger brother Louis XIII and there- 
fore the one with the foremost right the title Mon- 
sieur. Through her mother, Marie 
pensier, she inherited one the largest fortunes 
France. She lived close the court France for most 
her life, saving several years self-imposed and 
prudent exile one her estates the region the 
Loire. Mademoiselle began write her memoirs during 
that exile, prompted her enthusiastic support the 
Fronde which bitterly fought civil war against the 
forces Cardinal Mazarin and the young King. She 
was amazingly voluble and astonishingly frank, well 
almost completely illegible, her writing. And this 
biography based these memoirs, quoting from 
them liberally, summarizing skillfully, and succeeding 
presenting illuminating view the period prior 
and during the reign the Soleil d’Or. 


This sort thing will, likely, not have the wide appeal 
out-and-out fictionalized version this vivacious 
and knowledgeable princess would surely have had. 
But makes exceptionally good reading and can 
recommended the reader who prefers vital history 
without salacious and trivial embellishments. Author 
Steegmuller has accomplished excellent task 
presenting this portrait, almost self-portrait 
engaging personality. 
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Chesterton, Chaucer 
Sheed Ward. Feb. 285p. $3.50. 

Chesterton, Tales the Long Bow 
Sheed Ward. Feb. 1956. 219p. $3.00. 

Sheed and Ward pursuing its commendable reprint- 
ing the works the late Chesterton, surely 
giant the world English Literature the twentieth 
century. The paradoxical efforts the eccentric mem- 
ber the club, which styled itself the “Lunatic 
Asylum,” the apparently impossible which make 
the eight Tales the Long Bow sheerly funny- 
cum-moral ever, re-reading. And the biography 

Chaucer good life and appreciative study 

the father Modern English any that went before 

since. Our only demurral the price asked for 

these reprints. Perhaps the publisher could foresee 

wide sale these books deserve, the price per 

volume would appreciably lower. Might sug- 

gest the publisher paper-bound edition the same 

price field the admirable Anchor books? least for 

students? 


CLUE-WORKS 
John Coppinger, Contributing Editor 


Rhode, John Delayed Payment 
Dodd, Mead. Jan. 25, 1956. 216p. $2.75. 

This billed another Doctor Priestly Mystery Novel. 
The mystery this reviewer the novel element 
having the star billing given character who 
completely passive the excursion. sits and listens 
the taciturn and efficient Superintendent Waghorn 
Scotland Yard. Waghorn who pursues the mur- 
derer Mrs. Patricia Mottisfont, the owner Smithy 
Farm. Was Eric Holcroft, the likeable but weak 
godson whom she dominated completely? 
father, who disappeared after Mrs. Mottisfont 
interfered too much his home Did Eric stage 
phoney attack himself divert What- 
ever the devious paths, Waghorn treads them sensibly 
and until has the 

you like one these question-and-answer routines, 
Delayed Payment may please you. Without sounding 
like Jack Webb, the good Superintendent manages 
get the facts, just the facts—and the murderer. But 
Doctor Who’s he? 


Verdict: Chacun son gout! 


Berckman, Evelyn The Strange Bedfellow 
Dodd, Mead. Jan. 26, 1956. 249p. $2.95. 

Though great shakes mystery, the author has 
succeeded admirably skillful evocation mood. 
One could easily call this “gothic” since straight 
out Dinesen (in the high quality its success 
this particular genre). 

The plot relatively uncomplicated. young anti- 
quarian ,Martha Haven, hired find Kali’s Eye, 
the ruby the infamous Princess Charlotte. She 
warned about the ruthless Rhosia Stavro who may 
dire things get his hands Eye. 

one can see: the surface innocuously pedes- 
trian idea. What lifts few notches above the hoary 
the manner which Miss Berchman takes her 
eroine from attitude sophisticated self reliance 
state sheer terror. Footsteps empty tomb, 
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creaking doors slowly shutting—all the tricks mixed 
effectively. 


Verdict: Try this one dark and lonely night! 


The Black and the Red 
Feb. 1956. 277p. $2.75. 


Homer Evans’ latest exploit: harum-scarum rowdy 
bacchanale roaming from Las Vegas Nice and back 
the Boom Town for the dénouement. Homer domi- 
nates the action with his splendid control events. 
And the Why multimillionaire Clifford 
Orman willing pay Maitre Sabin, the great French 
chef $2,000 week come Las Vegas? lot 
characters want know the answer that question: 
Ossip Rosencrans, boss Continental ops; Howard 
Scott Jordan, brilliant and eccentric secretary Or- 
man; Mr. the syndicate? 

reader familiar with the output Elliot Paul 
will find here the usual marks this remarkable 
Francophile: tender regard for Belle and her 
inhabitants, felicitous use the King’s English, 
complete disregard for moral compunction (as far 
the characters his novels are concerned), keen and 
lively wit (witness the switch the famous Stendahl 
title). But after all said and done, Paul free- 
wheeling modernist; cannot recommended the 
immature. 


Verdict: Style and wit—enough? 


Vandercook, John Murder Haiti 
Macmillan. Feb. 1956. 193p. $2.75. 


After almost twenty years away from it, the noted 
news commentator has returned one his old 
trades, the writing mysteries. Judging from the 
quality his adventure Bertram Lynch, the absence 
has been regrettable one. For here literate and 
skillful blending intrigue and mystery interwoven 
into the recent events history. 


This time Bertram, (and his cohort-narrator, Robert 
Deane), involved with international financier, 
Viggo Sand, who has voluntered underwrite ex- 
pedition The purpose: missing treasure 
secreted Haiti during World War II. But the goings 
aboard Sand’s yacht makes one wonder who’s after 
who and for what? Two murders, stabbing, skull- 
duggery galore. But the extra spice comes from com- 
mentator keen sense the values 
using today’s headlines from which develop razor- 


edged thriller. 
Verdict: rank the top ten 


Elliot, Paul 


Random House. 


issued the Library, Universi 
BEST SELLERS Scranton, Scranton, 
Subscription price, $4.00; Single Copies, Cents; 
Canadian and Foreign, $4.50. Syndicate Subscription, 
$10.00, gives right reprinting classifications and 


separate reviews. Entered second class matter, 
April 16, 1943, the post office Scranton, Penn- 
sylvania, under the act March 1879. Copyright, 
1956, the University Scranton. Indexed the 
Catholic Periodical Index. 
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Coles, Manning (pseud.) 
Doubleday. Jan. 19, 1956. 
selection) 

Tommy Hambledon’s vacation again interrupted, this 
time the shooting fellow traveler the Basle 
Express. Unfortunately, the murderer and his gang 
think the missing plans for the latest American guided 
missile must Tommy’s possession, and does the 
Russian who was commissioned buy them from 
renegade Frenchman the first place. When French 
detective-inspector and fat (shaped like the figure 
the Michelin tire ad) official the Austrian Special 
Police get into the act, begins look like inter- 
national episode. Actually, the gang the object 
search the International Police. 

Maybe his vacation-induced relaxation, maybe 
his advancing age that causes Hambledon over- 
look the hiding place the plans (apparent the 
reader, the first chapter). But since the pace the 
rest the story good, the situations not too improb- 
able, the negligence does not matter too much. 
compensated for bang-up surprise the final 
chapter the person the head the gang. Clean, 
lacking sadism and sex (only one woman the book, 
minor character), lighthearted and genuinely funny 
spots, the book slight but entertaining. 


Helen Butler, Ph.D. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S BOOKS 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., Contributing Editor 
Department Librarianship, Marywood College 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


book Specially Recommended 
book Recommended 

Elliott 

Illustrated Frederick Chapman. 
1955. 246p. $3.00. 

About white boy, John Tanner, who the 
was kidnapped Ottawas and trained their way 
life. Resented the Ottawa youth, was sold 
the aged Queen Netwoka and accompanied her 
faithfully back her Chippewa tribe, where won 
warrior status spite the jealousy the old chief’s 
son. Later, led the Chippewas suuccessful battle 
against their ancient enemies, the Sioux, married 
Indian maiden, was chosen chief the warriors, aided 
white colonists settle the Red River Valley, and 
defended his Indian brethren from injustice the part 
white fur traders. Said based fact. 

Much action, incorporation good detail about Indian 
ways, the successful delineation John Tanner’s in- 
tegrity and valor, and excellent narrative make this 
one the year’s outstanding books for junior high age. 
And not unacceptable for senior high. 


The Basle Express 


190p. $2.75. (Crime Club 


White Falcon 
Knopf. Sept. 19, 


The St. Joseph Story 


Brennan, Lawrence 
Washington Irving Publishing Co., New Jersey. 
$3.50. 

With the current tendency toward all kinds biog- 
raphy, not surprising that are last being given 
life St. Joseph and this told means the novel. 
Making allowances for the liberties that can taken 
novelist, the Scriptures are closely followed the 
narrative and the dialogue that injected over and 


Coles Arnold Brennan Clason Deming 


Best 


above that used the Scripture gentle, reverent, and 
flows easily. 
Joseph presented young man whose strength and 
courage make him the desired spouse Mary. The 
background authentic and the manners and customs 
the people the times are clearly presented. All 
Scriptural quotations are from the Douay Version 
the Bible. The story very pleasing reading and will 
appreciated young people who like know the 
humanness the saints. 
Sister Mary Hugh, L.M., 
Assistant-Librarian, 
McDonnell Memorial High School, 
Brooklyn, New York 


Venus 


Clason, Clyde 
Knopf. Oct. 181p. $2.00. 


The Malthusian “law” having caught with the in- 
habitants Nusa (all the territory Central and 
South America, plus the British Isles) the 22nd 
century, and the moon and Mars having proved poor 
sites for colonization, for years spaceships had been 
sent out Venus—and never heard from again. Tal- 
man Jarvis’ father, engineer, discovered the cause 
the failures, before was killed mob. His 
18-year old son who accompanied 300 colonists 
eleventh try the planet guessed the difficulty 
electric curtain around Venus, and found his guess 
true. Lightning rods reverse enabled the plane 
land safely, but insufficient oxygen, violent gales, 
and lack animal and vegetable life dimmed the 
colonists’ hopes until Tal and companion discovered 
lush canyon. its earth-like environment they found 
queer little monkey creatures which worshipped huge 
horned serpent, killed off their disabled members, and 
had killed all but one the earlier colonists. The 
boys rescued one the creatures from the snake, taught 
talk English (it had the brain man) and were 
led the animal the wreck the tenth plane. 
But the rest the animals united “Holy War” 
against the two humans and were routed only use 
hand grenades, barbarious relics the 20th 
tury ,found the old wrecked ship. 

N.B. Much reference atavistic “Fear the Ser- 
pent,” stone-age creatures, and far-flung scientific data 
(including bit acknowledged borrowed from 
Heinlein) make this bit science fiction which most 
libraries can skip. 


Deming, Dorothy 

Strange Disappearance from Ward 
Dodd. Feb. 243p. $2.75. 
Wendy Brent, student nurse, amateur detective, and 
fiancee Inspector Robert Sedgwick the Police 
Department, finds herself patient Mercy Hospital 
result bad fall. From her fracture bed, she 
solves the mystery the disappearance 
old Peter Rowland from the children’s ward. Sequel 
the author’s earlier Curious Calamity Ward 
this too demands uncritical acceptance the reader 
the likelihood police and hospital staff depending 
the acuteness young girl solve their pressing 
cases, and meeting her room for progress conferences. 
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usual, the hospital surroundings and medical inci- 
dents are authentically reported. addition, the 
account the small boy’s wanderings appealingly 
developed this latest book. 


Flood, Richard 
Robert Candy. 
180p. $2.50. 

With better than average hockey team, Radford 
Academy had every chance winning the Central 
New England Hockey League championship that year. 
However, when “Porky” Thatcher, Radford’s best goal 
tender, disregarded the school’s newly appointed honor 
system “cribbing” the mid-year physics exam and 
was taken off the team for the remainder the sea- 
son, everyone from the coach down groaned. What 
happened, nevertheless, gave the boys better sense 
values, and made man “Porky,” the once care- 
free goalie, made athlete non-athletic Peter Mer- 
rill, and made the headmaster and the coach proud 
and jubilant men. 

Here something more than just another teenage 
sports’ story. Coupled with the thrill and excitement 
one the fastest and most interesting winter 
sports are the more important drab and serious, but 
sometimes dramatic, moments boarding school life. 
The climactic points both are heightened Robert 
Candy’s fine black-and-white illuustrations. 


Sister Emma, SS.C.M., 
Saint Joseph Junior High School, 
Hazelton, Pennsylvania 


Hyde, Margaret, and Hyde, 
Where Speed King 

Illustrated Clifford Geary. Whittlesey. Oct. 26, 1955. 
144p. $2.50. 
simply and pleasantly written survey the major 
sports which speed goal: track, swim, sail, power- 
boat, skii, bobsled, bicycle and motorcycle, horse, soap 
box, hot rod, sports car and pigeon racing, ice yachting, 
water skiing and dog sledding, with the final chapter 
discussing model plane contests and jet plane speeds. 
Many famous sports personalities are named the 
various chapters, and the closing pages identify official 
organizations and speed records. Equipment and 
occasional indication its cost, preparation and train- 
ing, and areas where the races are run are described. 
One particularly interesting bit rejects, fallacy, the 
condition formerly called “athlete’s heart” and indi- 
cates that continued mild exercise after racing has been 
discontinued helpful preventing blood vessels from 
thickening. judgments are expressed the risk 
involved, though the case car and motorcycle 
the question asked whether they can con- 
sidered sports when many contestants are killed. 

junior and senior high boys, slow well accel- 
erated readers, will enthusiastic about the book. 


Jackson, P., and Jackson, 
Whittlesey. Aug. 160p. $2.50. 


This story high school football will appeal mightily 
high school boys, other stories Jack- 


Penalty Shot 


Houghton. Oct. 11, 1955. 


Star Kicker 


Flood Hyde Jackson Lomask Martin 
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son. Ron Jensen, star kicker the team, unhappy 
because kept his specialty the coach and 
forced sit out much game time the bench. 
wants really “play football.” His resentment 
complicated the fact that his widowed mother 
engaged marry the coach, that Ron’s “enemy” 
rival team taunts him for his inactivity the games, 
and that his school pal seems have transferred his 
affection this rival player. Ron hands his equip- 
ment. His sulking handled deftly and sympathetic- 
ally his mother and his coach, though sternly also 
the latter, and Ron “adjusts” obedience 
and teamwork the field and the somewhat diffi- 
cult relationship with his future stepfather. 


The football games are exciting, the plays thrilling, and 
the right men win. The small dramas classroom life 
are handled with degree reality, though character 
delineation sketchy best. The formulas situ- 
ations are worked out with neatness and dispatch. 
Catholic reader may irritated the modern 
superstition evidenced these writers avoiding the 
word and the idea death. general, the book 
wholesome, easy, and interesting reading for young 
people. 

Clara Glenn, 

St. Thomas Military Academy, 

St. Paul, Minnesota 


Saint Isaac and the Indians 
Farrar. Jan. 23, 1956. 187p. 


Lomask, Milton 
Illustrated Leo Manso. 
$1.95. (Vision Books) 
The author has reduced and simplified, without omit- 
ting essential details, the account Isaac Jogues and 
his work among the Hurons and Mohawks. 
doing, has included brief items information about 
Indian customs, and entertaining and often inspiring 
anecdotes about the Jesuits’ encounters with the red 
savages. does not dwell upon the tortures and 
enslavement endured, and the description St. Isaac’s 
death mercifully short. Yet, the abiding concern for 
the Indians’ welfare, and his resolute return from safety 
France are pointed unmistakably. Appealing, 
too, the missionary’s care for the young Jean Amyot 
who was later adopted the Algonquins. good 
introduction the North American martyr, for 
grades five eight. 


Martin, Francey McE. 
Pictures Dorothy McEntee. 
224p. $2.50. 


tale the Jolly Roger off and the coasts the 
Carolinas and Virginia the 18th century, when gov- 
ernors and other venal officials were friends and part- 
ners Blackbeard and shared his loot. Central figures 
are two teen-aged brothers who leave Norfolk for North 
Carolina, search their pilot father who, unknown 
them, has been pressed into Steve Bonnet’s service. 
Bath, C., and Ocracoke Island, the pirates’ 
hideaway, the boys learn first-hand about pirate ways. 
The older boy tempted join the band, but the 
younger one’s coarse treatment their hands, well 
his own good sense, open his eyes from the first. 
discovers their secret storehouse, makes spine- 


Pirate Island 


Harper. Oct. 19, 1955. 
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tingling journey along the Dismal Swamp for aid from 
the Governor Virginia, captured the pirates, 
and plays passive but hair-raising part the battle 
which the King’s men destroy the band and their 
leader. 

Based historical fact, and packed with appropriate 
dialog, realistic action nicely balanced between suspense 
and escape, and good details about life the colonial 
Tidewater regions, this should very popular with 
the 12-16-year-old group. should also remove any 
romantic notions they may have about life under the 
Jolly Roger. 


Oliver, Jane Young Man with Sword 
St. Martin’s Press. July 11,1955. 277p. $2.50. 


native the Scottish Border takes one the famous 
stories history, the freeing Scotland Robert 
Bruce, the theme for this book. great part 
Scotland was under the control the English when 
Robert Bruce, apparently defeated and fugitive, re- 
turned his native country with handful followers 
resume the campaign against the unwelcome intru- 
ders. Gavin, whose father was English prisoner, 
and Murdoch, son his father’s steward, joined the 
Bruce. Gavin’s mother Anne Maitland, his younger 
brother Neil, and his sister Elspeth contributed their 
share the cause home. The boys met and dealt 
with roving bands English foragers and gathered 
news for Bruce and his men, rallying support for their 
leader until the overwhelming victory came Ban- 
nockburn. The historical and military background are 
true history. Life the great halls the Scottish 
nobility during the 14th century included. Surprise 
raids, ambushes, seiges, and battles 
throughout the story. The fidelity and loyalty displayed 
are excellent example for our young people, while 
the shortage good fiction this period makes 
worthwhile story for the younger high school student. 


Sister Ildephonse, S.S.N.D., 
Academy Our Lady, 
Chicago, 


Hertha 

Bernadette, Our Lady’s Little Servant 
Illustrated Georges Vaux. Farrar. Jan. 23, 1956. 187p. 
$1.95. (Vision Books) 
Distinguished its honesty, naturalness, lack pre- 
tentiousness any straining for effect, this story “the 
girl with the poorest background town” and the 
richest, most privileged experience her generation 
the finest its series date. The story carries Berna- 
dette from her 14th her 22nd year, ending just 
before she had decided which community she would 
join, and covers the authenticated events those years 
without gloss, exaggeration apology. 
Concrete, exact details are well marshalled and made 
easy keep mind. The squalid, cold home, the 
harsh language family and neighbors, Bernadette’s 
sickly, stunted body and her slow mind (slow acquire 
book learning, that is) and the hysterical mob scenes, 
all are set out naturally and smoothly. But so, too, 
are Bernadette’s humility, patience and steadfastness, 
and the family’s integrity and self-respect. few 


Oliver Pauli Petry Plotz 


Best SELLERs 


craftsmanlike strokes, the author makes her central 
figure child-like and real, possessed the peasant’s 
shrewdness and simplicity and the child’s enjoyment 
adult’s discomfiture. This good storytelling. 


Ann 
Harriet Tubman, Conductor the Under. 
ground Railroad 

Crowell. Aug. 15,1956. 247p. $2.75. 


really fine biography the Negro slave Tidewater 
Maryland who had heard whisperings about freedom 
all her life, knew some the slaves who escaped and 
some who did not, and discovered that her mother 
(and herself) had been tricked out her legal free- 
dom. Eventually, Harriet escaped—and then went 
back, time after time, until she had conducted 300 
slaves into free territory. Known throughout the South 
the Moses her people, she was feared slave- 
holders, who offered rewards for her capture the 
amountof $60,000, but was never caught. Her boast 
was: “On underground railroad nebber run 
train off track an’ nebber los’ passenger.” 


Closing each chapter page half page which 
counts the political social affairs dealing with the 
slow-growing abolitionist movement, they 
sponded the various periods her life. These, 
gether with unusually rich details about plantation life, 
and pathetic, poignant tone the book 
well the boldly outlined picture indomi- 
table woman, offer rewarding reading girls. 
exciting, dramatic volume. 


*Plotz, Helen (comp.) 

Imagination’s Other Place: Poems Science 
Illustrated with wood engravings Clare Leighton. Crowell. 
Sept. 15, 1955. 200p. $3.50. 

well-reasoned Preface and introductions the 
four sections the anthology, the compiler points out 
the parallel between the disciplines science and 
poetry, and how both try establish order and find 
meaning the physical world and the universe. Light 
and serious verse categorized subject: astronomy 
and geography, physics, mathematics 
biology and medicine, and the great men science. 
Poets include Genesis and the Psalms, Emily Dickin- 
son, Francis Thompson, Blake, Shelley, Sandburg, 
White, Auden, Vachel Lindsay, Frost, Millay, 


McLeish, and other more obscure writers. 


would difficult find better way ease 
young science-fiction addict into acquaintance with 
verse than introducing him David McCord’s “Go 
fly saucer,” Archibald McLeish’s “Epistle left 
the earth.” For youngsters with arithmetic trouble, 
“Arithmetic” will strike sympathetic 
chord. Geometry slaves will find their lot less unbearable 
they memorize Emma Rounds’ “Plane Geometry.” 
And students who consider scholarship soft and sissy, 
not for may have their thinking re-oriented 
bit when they read Sandburg’s acid “Mr. Attila, 
ust, unusual collection, this has wide possi- 
bilities for class and individual reading. The 
ings are beautifully symbolic. 
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Diving for Science 


ole, Lynn 
Oct. 19, 1955. 


Pictures Jeanne Bendick. Whittlesey. 
160p. $2.75. 

vigorous and stimulating introduction the under- 
water world way the divers who explore its deeps 
for fun, for science and for profit. The author assumes 
that his grade readers may also induced 
dive some day, and describes various types equip- 
ment used, warns hazards avoided and pre- 
cautions taken, and comments the adjustments 
humans must make watery world (i.e. cold and 
loss body heat, refraction light, composition 
murky layers, and loss color). The findings vari- 
ous marine organizations and individuals are casually 
mentioned and the behavior marine fauna with bad 
reputations described and sometimes defended. The 
importance society some the marine researches 
under way (marine ecology, oil, sunken treasure, sea- 
weed and minerals) well presented. And the final 
chapters describe most interestingly the ocean shelves, 
slopes, floor and abysses, and the development 
underwater photography. The book has many possible 
uses: free reading for the adventure-minded, assigned 
reading for classes science, geography and social stu- 
dies. reads easily. Unfamiliar words are spelled 
out phonetically. The line drawings are often humor- 
ous and always helpful. 


Ross, Frank, Jr. 
Superpower; the Story Atomic Energy 
Nov. 185p. photogs. $2.95. 


The narration the story atomic energy was happy 
choice method the part this author his task 
introducing and explaining the lay reader the 
difficult concepts atomic structure 
his opening chapter traces developments from 
the first theorizing Greek scientists Fermi’s success 
Chicago 1942. This tells with conciseness, 
clarity and drama. Thereafter, considers some 
detail the structure the atom and later discoveries 
it, and then surveys present research the 
field, machines and plants devoted research, the use 
atomic energy the military, and its use for peace- 
ful purposes. ends with forecast probable 
developments the rather near future. 


The book enlightening and engrossing. The com- 
petence shown the author’s former books elec- 
tronics, jet propulsion, and allied technical subjects 
evidence here too. The book will interesting 
senior high pupils and older readers well. Its 
index will make useful for occasional reference the 
library. rich photographic illustration and 
diagram. 

The social concern the author with respect the 
use atomic energy evident much the book. 
The effectiveness his concern negated great 
measure his perfunctory consideration the ethics 
only commend our government tersely for its fore- 
Japan and contrast this action with the 
“tuthless Japanese attack Pearl Harbor.” His 
own very skillful analysis the tremendous power 
the atom points the moral judgment puny 
one. cannot, course, blamed for what 
quotes from General Farrell’s report concerning the 


Poole Ross Sherburne 
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jubilation the scientists present the first trial 
explosion Alamogordo Air Base. That account 
enthusiastic shouts and gleeful embracings, set against 
the later description the Japanese cities destroyed 
and against our present “balance terror,” not less 
than ghoulish. Considerations such these will doubt- 
less made the thoughtful reader this book. 
The fact that the book prompts them will make 
asset the high school study present international 
relations and moral problems, well good reading 
the scientific side. 

Clara Glenn, 

St. Thomas Military Academy, 

St. Paul, Minnesota 


Sherburne, Zoa Almost April 


Morrow. Jan. 224p. $2.75. 


junior novel about Karen Hale, almost years old, 
whose parents had been divorced and who, after her 
mother died, went live with her father and his new 
wife, prepared very unhappy. interim period 
living with her maternal grandmother, who had 
not helped her parents’ marriage last, contributed 
something Karen’s readjustment her new home 
Oregon, until she and her father disagreed violently 
about her friendship with 19-year-old boy con- 
sidered delinquent. Only their mutual concern about 
the new baby brother’s serious illness brought under- 
standing and trust the two them. The boy’s join- 
ing the Navy removed from the scene the cause their 
disagreement. 

Characters the book are admirably handled, and the 
theme charity and understanding subtly empha- 
sized throughout. The cynical but loyal and otherwise 
fine boy had been one youthful gang which at- 
tempted rob Karen’s father’s service station. The 
girl’s grandmother was critical and complaining and 
close with her money. And her mother had been 
light-hearted but poor housekeeper. father and 
his second wife are skillfully portrayed kind and lack- 
ing vindictiveness, anxious only that the new-come 
daughter shall happy and protected. 

Three situations the book may prevent full accept- 
ance Catholic high schools: (1) Father’s remarriage 
before his first wife’s death, though this can estab- 
lished only scrutiny the book’s chronology, may 
overlooked entirely girl readers, and may repre- 
sent inadvertent slip the part the author. (2) 
Karen’s defiance her father’s instructions not 
meet the boy again. the boy who decides that 
meeting that they must not see each other again, and 
who signs for the Navy prevent future meetings. 
The fact that Father comes around appreciate the 
boy does not ease this situation. (3) Grandmother’s 
capitulation, after Karen’s promise return live 
with her condition loan see the baby through 
operation, bit too fortuitous and pat. the 
other hand, Father’s decision that Karen shall not 
return her grandmother’s house spite the loan 
poor bargain-keeping. All which unfortunate, 
since the book very readable and for some values 
eminently sound. 

The author has published short stories Catholic 
Home Journal and Extension. 
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Winchell, Prentice Danger! Detectives Working 
Coward. Nov. 14,1955. 249p. $2.75. 

Concerned about his son’s low grades and his expul- 
sion from school because comic book episode, and 
hoping rid him his fantastic ideas about detectives 
which had been picked crime comics, television 
thrillers and cheap murder movies, Sam Ainsley, 
newspaper man, promised 15-year-old Reid intro- 
duction real detectives and their work, exchange 
for grades and more comics. 


Through his father, Reid meets and gets first-hand 
information from professionals New York and Wash- 
ington, learns their training, and gets insight into 
the actual work pickpocket and narcotic squads ,fire 
investigators, troopers, hotel and department store de- 
tectives, post office sleuths, private eyes, men inter- 
national agencies, Treasury Investigation men, the 


Winchell 


Best SELLERs 


ether sleuths and many others. Conversation 
with these men reveals the tricks practiced various 


types criminals and the jargon, techniques 


actual experiences the men who track them down. 


The book readable, though slight. Interest 
tained throughout and wide range detective work 
covered, even that the “Bug and Health” detectives 
which Sam hints worth his son’s aiming for. 
operations certain dishonest detectives are also ex- 
plained some detail. barely possible that 
unstable youth, inclined, might get ideas from the 
book, but the well-adjusted boy 12-16 will enjoy 
the story and convinced that offenders the law 
cannot evade the experts for long. 


Frances Dowling, 
Dunmore (Penna.) High School 
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